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; 7 he uncertainty of life, with the ſpecial 
advantages of being Prepar 'd for death. 
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SERMON 


Occaſion'd by the | 
Svppax Diers 


Mr. Job Har riſon, 


Who departed this life October 26. 1723. 
in the thirty ſecond year of his age. 
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Preach'd at Croydon, November 3. 1723. 
By Amos HARRI SON. * 
1 faid, Days ſhould ſpeak, and multitude of years ſhould 


teach wiſdom. ] ſaid, Hearken to me, I alſo will ſhew 
mine opinion. Job xxxii. 7, 10. 
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1 On the Dzarh of 


Mr. 70h Harriſon. ; 


F EIN G left to my own choice, I was 
at ſome ſmall loſs what Text to pitch 
upon, as moſt ſuitable to this occaſion. 
HAY The firſt paſſage of ſcripture that oc- 
cur'd to my mind, was the word of exhortation 
given by the apoſtle Fames ; Let patience have 
her perfect work. The next (ſcripture that a lit- 
tle fixed on my mind, was that word of counſel 
given by our dear Saviour, Be ye always ready, 
for in ſuch an hour as ye think not the Son of man 
cometh. But the third and laſt ſcripture that 
hath made the greateſt impreſſion upon my 
mind, which I now purpoſe to make the chief 
ground and center E my enſuing diſcourſe, on 
this mournful occaſion, you will find written in 
the book of Ecclefiaſtes, the ninth chapter, and 
twelfth verſe. | „ 
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les that are taken in an evil net, and as 
the birds that are taught in the ſnare, ſo 
are the ſons of men ſuared in an,euil time, 
nen if falleth ſuddenly upon them. 
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H E author of this book was Solomon, of 
ä whom none but one could ſay, Behold a 
| greater than Solomon is here. In the beginning 1 
| of this book he ſtyles himſelf both king and 5 
preacher; ave may therefore call him the royal ; 
preacher. He begins this book with ſaying, 

Vanity of vanitys, ſaith the preacher, wanity of va 
| wities, aixwvanity. This is the royal pregecher's 
|  godrine, this is the ſubject- matter of his book, 45 
| this we may call his text; and Solomon keepeth = Ls 
; cloſe to his text, demonſtrating the vanity of 
| all earthly things, ſewing wherein their va- 
/ pity doth conſiſt, and whence it ſprings: he 
i Mews that the vanity of earthly things ari- 
1 -— wad from theſe five following ſprings or 

cauſes N Gs 

Firſt, they are got with care, not eaſily, but 
with much tot! and labour; all things are full o ] 
lnlabour, Eccleſ. i. 8. Secondly, being got with | 
care, they are kept with fear; we pull and tug, = 
/ Do get carthly things to us, and if we ſucceed, 
we are apt to live in a continual fear of their 
flying from us; and fo the fear of loſing eats 
| out the pleaſure of enjoying. Thirdly, and as 
| they are got with care, and kept in fear ; ſo 
1 they are left in ſorrow, and the more they affect 

| yp while they are with ns, the more they afflict 
| ! Us, 


— 


7, 
us, when they fly from us. Fourthly, we hold 
this poor enjoyment by a very uncertain title, 
7. e. an yncertzin life. When we toil and la- 
hour for the ineat that periſheth (as our bleſſed Sa- 
viour calls it) if we ſucceed and get it, if our 
juſt and honeſt endeayours are proſpered with 
the . bleſſing of almighty God, and it they 
don't fly. from us (as many times they do) we 
know not how ſoon we mult leave them; a6: 
man (ſaith our text) knoweth bis time. Fitthly 
and laſtly, when we die and leave them, we 
leave them to we know not who. | Many a man 
tharh a ſucceſſor, that he never mention'd in his 
laſt will, nor never thought of in all his life. 
Many men would be leſs diligent in getting: this 
world's goods, if they did but know who ſhould 
enjoy them, when they are dead and gone. This 
conſideration ſour'd all the royal enjoyments 
of wiſe Solomon : I hated, ſaith he, all my labour, 
becauſe I ſhould leave it to the man that ſbull be after 
we; and who knoweth whether he ſhall be a wiſe mau 
or afool? Eccleſ. ii. 18, 19. Theſe are the ſprings 
of the vanity and vexation of all earthly things. 
hey are got with care, kept in fear, left in 
| forrow, held by a precarious title, and left to 
We know not who. . 5 „„ $588 
_- The royal preacher having thus ſhewn the vas 
nity and vexation of all earthly things, through- 
out this book ; in the concluſion thereof he calls 
upon the young man to rejoice, by way of iro» 
ny ; for ſo we mult needs underſtand it on this 
wiſe. Solomon having ſhewn at large the miſe- 
ries and vexation that attend all earthly things, 
he ſeems to doubt of the young man's icredits 
and therefore as if he ſhonld ſay, I am an old 
man, and have ſeen abundance of the world,. 
and have taken a nice obſeryation of things 5 
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4nd I tell you the truth, I have found it all va: 


nity and vexation of ſpirit ; but you young men 


(I know) have other thoughts of the world, 
you promiſe your ſelves abundance of proſperity 


and pleaſure here below: you with your green 


ſhoulders, think yout felves wiſer than I with 
my grey hairs. If you will not believe me, I 


| muſt leave you to be convinc'd by your own 


experience, which I can aflure you will be to 
your coſt. Experience is indeed the beſt teach- 
er; but the miſchief is, it is the laſt ; you will 


pay dear for being (in this caſe) taught by it. 


I therefore have told you the truth in love, if 
you be ſo wiſe to your ſelves as to take it, it 
will do you ſervice ; but if you be raſh and re- 
ſolute and will not, I muſt leave you to try your 
own experience. Rejoice, o young man, in thy 
youth, and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy 
youth, and walk in the ways of thy heart, and in the 


fight of thine eyes : and I know that this counſel 


will pleaſe you, this is what you love and like; 
but ſtay, I have ſome ſour ſauce to mingle with 
this ſweet-meat of your own drefling ; I would 
have you know that for all theſe things God will bring 
you into judgment, Eccleſ. xi. 9. The royal preacher 
then bids the young man put away evil, and 
remember now his Creator in the days of his youth; 
and in order to prevail upon young men ſo to do, 
the wiſe preacher ſhews them that old age is ap- 
proaching, death 1s haſtning, and judgment en- 
ſuing, in which all their works ſhall be remem- 
ber'd, and they doomed according thereunto. 

aving thus ſhew'd the main ſcope and drift 
of the wiſe preacher in this book, I come now 
to my text, in which I think is nothing hard to 
be underſtood. I ſhall therefore loſe no time in 


explication, but ſhall ſhew you the — 
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of the words with the foregoing verſes, and ſo 
come to ſome doctrinal obſervations. VE 
The words of the text contain two things: 
firſt, a. poſition laid down; zo man knoweth his 
time ſecondly, an illuſtration of this doctrine, 
in theſe words, as the fiſhes aretaken in an evil net, 
and as the birds that are caught in the ſnare, ſo are 
the ſons of men ſuared in an evil time, when it falleth 
| ſuddenly upon them. This proves the doctrine 
true, for if man knew his time, i. e. what would 
be the event of time, he would eſcape the evil; 
but men are continually falling into evil, and 
know no more of it till it comes upon them, than 
the fiſhes and birds are aware of the net and 
ſnares. 5 1 
Muy text is uſher'd in with this reaſonable 
word for, which ſhews that my text hath a de- 
pendance upon the words before. And I take 
it to be on this account that the wiſe preacher 


in the tenth verſe gives this ſeaſonable advice 


(which will be alſo ſeaſonable for me to give, 
and you to take this day) Whatſcever thy hand 
frudeth to do, do it with thy might, for there is no 
work nor device, knowledge nor wiſdom in the grave 
whither thou goeſt. If you ask what is to be done 
with thy might, Solomon anſwers, prepare for 
death. The wiſe preacher ſhews that nothing 
can be done after death, in order to prevail upon 
perſons to do with all their might what is ne- 
ceſſary to be done before they go hence, and be 
no more. And leſt any ſhould fay, it is our 
deſign to prepare for death, we know that we 
can do nothing afterwards, but we are young, 
and it is time enough to prepare for death a- 
while hence; the wiſe preacher throws in the 
words of my text . ſuch an objection, and 
ſays that no man knoweth his time. In the _ 


5 


. 
verſe he tells us that we are going to the grave, 
and in our text that we know not the time. 
Oh! that this argument may not onl; perſuade us, 
but alſo prevail upon us, to do with our might 
 Whatſoever our hand findeth to do, in order to 
it us for death. : . 
1 do humbly apprehend that there is allo a 
weighty argument 1n the eleventh verſe, which 
ſhakes hands with this in our text, which may be 
the reaſon why we have the copulative- term alfo 
in our text, for man alſo knoweth not his time. This 
term alſo ſeems plainly, in my underſtanding, to 
import that the royal preacher is ſtill carrying on 
the ſame argument in my text which he did in 
the verſe before; where he is telling us, that he 
Jaw that the race is not to the ſwift, nor the battel to 
the ftrong, neither yet bread to the wiſe, nor riches 
to men of underſtanding, nor yet favour to men of 
Skill ; but time and chance happeneth to them all: 
in which words, the wiſe preacher ſhews the 
uncertainty of all earthly things. You will ſay 
perhaps, and what is this to the purpoſe ? I an- 
ſwer, much every. way. What is it, I pray, 
that hinders men from preparing for death, bur 
their ſetting their hearts upon preſent things ? 
The wiſe preacher therefore cyſteth a ſlur upon 
all earthly things, by ſhewing how uncertain 
they are, and therefore unworthy to ſet our 
hearts upon, and by ſo doing neglect a certainty: 
In the tenth verſe he tells us that death is cer- 
tain; and ſo, in my underſtanding, the ſtreſs of 
the argument lies here: when we provide for 
death we work upon ſure ground, death will 
come; therefore when we provide for death, 
things we may, aſtho tlie greateſt probabili ties 
be cn our fide ; for ohe would think that ehe 


5 . 


of of 
{ſwift ſhould win, the ſtrong beat, wiſe men get 
bread, and underſtanding men riches, and men 
of skill find favour ; but Solomon ſays, that not- 
withſtanding all theſe fair probabilities he had 
ſeen the contrary, and time and chance happen 
to all men. Moſes then pray'd well, when he 
pray'd for himſelf and Iſrael, that God would 
teach them ſo to number their days, that they might 
apply their hearts unto wiſdom, Pſal. xc. 12. And 
God wiſhes men to be ſo wiſe, ſaying, O that 
they were wiſe, that they underſtood this, that they 
would confider their latter end, Deut. xxxii. 29. 
And Solomon aſſures us in the ninth of the Pro- 
verbs, that if we be wiſe, we ſhall be wiſe for our 
| ſelves, i. e. we ſhall receive the benefit of it. 
The argument drawn from theſe ſcriptures 
lies thus ; to provide for death is true wiſdom; 
this proviſion for death cannot be loſt labour, 
for if we be ſo wile as to prepare for death, it will 
be for our ſelves. But in all other matters it is 
not ſo; for one may build, and another inhabit; 
one may ſow, and another reap; one may plant 
à vineyard, and another may eat the fruit there- 
of; one may buy, and another poſſeſs; one may 
gather ſilver, and another diſperſe it; one may 
prepare rayment, and another may put it on: 
thus time and chance happen to all men. 
Therefore let me beg of you that hear me this 
day, to be ſo wiſe as God wiſheth you to be, 
to conſider your latter end. This wiſdom will 
be for your ſelves, the advantages will be your 
own. Therefore let me ſay once more with 
the royal preacher, whatſoever thy hand findeth to 
do, do it with thy might, for there is no work nor de- 
vice, knowledge nor wiſdom in the grave whither thou 
goeſt. It is wiſdom to fit thy ſelf for the grave, 
but there is no ſuch 9 in the grave; 8 | 
es ore 


(10) 
fore now if ever, now or never: once more, 
make no delay, for no man knoweth his time. - 

Having thus unravell'd ſome of the wiſdom 
of Solomon's arguments in my text and context; 
I come now to lay down ſome doctrinal obſerva- 
tions from them. Many profitable doctrines 
might doubtleſs be rais'd from them, but I ſhall 
only obſerve theſe two, which I think may be 
proper at this time, and not improper at any 
time. He 011] of DOVS 


I. That all things in this world are very un- 
certain, no mam knows what a day may bring 
"FE IS LIED SS 

II. Becauſe no man knoweth the time of his 
death, it is every man's duty, prudence, 

and intereſt to be prepared for it. 


I. I ſhall begin with the firſt of theſe points, 
namely, that all things in this world are very 
uncertain, no man knows what a day may bring 
forth. Ye know not (ſaith the apoſtle James) what 
ſhall be on the morrow, for what is your life, it is even 
a vapour that appeareth a little while, and then va- 
niſbeth away ? Jam. iv. 14. All things below the 
moon are like the moon, ſubject to variation and 
change. The youngeſt of us here know this 
doctrine to be true by dear-bought experience. 
I ſhall not therefore ſpend your time in proving 
this ſelf-evident truth, but ſhall briefly apply 
this matter, by laying before you two or three 
leſſons of doctrine or inſtruction. 5 

1. One proper leſſon of doctrine that offers 
it ſelf here is this, that God knows all events, 
tho man knows none. No man knoweth his 
time, but God knoweth every man's time; and 
God keepeth every man's time in his own "_ 

LO. 2 | Aur 


—— 


( 1a 
Our dear Saviour tells his diſciples, that it was 
not for them to know the times and ſeaſous which the 
Father had determined and put in his own power, 
Acts i. 7. the time of death is one of thoſe times. 
The wiſe man tells us, the living know that 
they ſhall die, Ecleſ. ix. 5. but our text ſaith, that 
no man knoweth the time. Holy Fob ſaith, Is 
there not an appointed time for man to live? are not 
his days as the days of an hireling 2 Job vii. 1. but 
God hath wiſely conceal'd this appointed time 
to every man, from every man, in order to make 
us more uſeful to others, and more comfortable 
to our ſelves. David tells us that his enemies 
conſpired againſt him to take away his life; and 
what doth David do or think in this matter? 
why, David looks up to God and ſays, thou art 
ny God, my times are in thy hand; my enemies 
grudge me my life, they conſult to take it away 
but, Lord, thou art my God; and it is not as 
they will, but as thou wilt, my times are in thy 
hand, ri. x59 . 49; vgs 7 

Let us ſhut up this leſſon of inſtruction with 
admiration; let us ſay with the pſalmiſt, ſuch 
knowledge is too wonderful for mes God is a God 
of knowledge, of fore- knowledge; he can de- 
clare the end from the beginning : he knew all 
the actions and tranſations of time, before 
time it ſelf had a being: he fore-knew the fall 
of man, and provided for him a Saviour before 
man had a being. Upon this account our bleſſed 
Saviour is ſaid to be the Lamb of God ſlain from 
the foundation of the world, Rev. xiii. &. not:ac- 
tually ; but it was ſo determin'd and foreſeen. 
Hence ſaint Paul ſpeaketh of grace that was, pur- 
poſed before the world began, in Jeſus Chriſt. More- 
over the apoſtle ſaith, that known unto God are all 


bis works from the beginning of the world, Acts xv. 
41 - _ I8, 
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18. the Lord our God is unſearchable in knowledge, 
his underſtanding is infinite» I ſhall only add to 
this leſſon, that this is your Creator whom you 
opghit to remember in the days of your youth; 

is is the God with whom you have to do; all 
things are naked and open before his all- ſeeing 
eye, and he will bring every work into judg- 
ment, with every ſecret thing, whether it be 
good or evil. TY Dn ts 

2. Another leſſon of inſtruction which may 
be proper here is this, that ſince earthly things 
are uncertain, we ought to have dying affections 
for dying things. It is part of ſaint Paul's apoſ- 
tolick charge to Timothy, 1 ep. vi. 17. to charge 
them that are rich in this world, not to truſt in uncer- 


tainriches, but in theliving God, who giveth us richly 
all things to enjoy. Riches are God's gifts, but 


we ought not to give them God's gift, I mean 
our hearts; wilt thou ſet thine eyes (ſaith Solomon) 
upon that which is not? for riches make themſelves 


wings, and fly away as an eagle towards heaven, 


Prov. xxv. 5. uncertain riches have certain 


wings; and that is all that is certain about 
them, that we muſt ſhortly leave them or they 
us. Let me now add the counſel of the apoſtle, 


ſet your affeftions ou things above, not on things which 
are on the earth. Good reaſon there is for this 
counſel, for to be carnally-minded is death, but 


to be ſpiritually-minded is life and peace. 


3. A third leſſon of inſtruction is this, that 
fince we cannot know the events of future time, 


let us diligently apply our ſelves to the practice 


of the duties of the preſent time : for duties are 


ours, events are God's. Let us wait upon God 


in all duties, and truſt God with all events, 


knowing that all things ſhall work together for our 
good if we love God ; which will be — 
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013) 
if we keep his commandments ; for this is the 
love of God that we keep his commandments, and his 


commandments are uot grievous. He that hath my 


commandments and keepeth them, he it is that lovetlh 
me, and I will love him (faith bleſſed Jeſus) aud 
he ſhall be Ioved of my Father, John xiv. 21. let 


this be the employ and buſineſs of our preſent 


time, and then we need not fear the events of 
future time. God for good and wiſe. reaſons 
conceals the day of your death from you ; and 
what God hides, man cannot find : but what 


the devil hides, and endeavours to hide from 
you, that you may find if you ſeek after, and 


pray to God for a diſcovery ; for altho God can 
hide any thing from the devil, the devil can hide 
nothing from God. ; N 4" 

But you will ask, what it is the devil endea- 
vours to hide from you? I anſwer, the bleſſed 
goſpel of Chriſt. Thus ſaith the apoſtle, ou 
goſpel be hid, it is hid to them that are loſt, in whom 
the God of this world hath blinded the minds of them 
that believe not, leſt the light of the glorious goſpel of 


Chriſt, who is the image of God, ſhould ſbine te 
_ them, 2 Cor. iv. 3. Many things I might ob- 


ſerve to you from hence, but I muſt content my 
ſelf with this one; namely, that it is the mali- 
cious endeavour of the devil to-hide the goſpel 
from you. Bleſſed Jeſus hath purchaſed ſalvation 
for you, and in the goſpel it is profer'd and offer d 


to you: oh! young men and women, let not 
the devil hide it from you. But you will ask, 


how does the devil hide the goſpel from us? 1 


anſwer, by drawing away your minds from it, 


and cauſing you to negle& the hearing cf the 
goſpel preach'd ; and by ſtirring you up to neg- 
le& the reading and meditation of the goſpel 5 


and alſo by fixing your minds upon the vanities 


of 


2 a 


— — — AN A A BRA ww 
- 


— 
a 
N 7 


ers" 2s Pc —— SS wee 
— 4 


— 


(14) et 
of this world, that ſo you may be lovers of plea- 
ſure, more than lovers of God. Theſe are ſome 
of the means by which the devil endeavours to 
hide the goſpel from you. God gives to poor 
finners a day of viſitation, his Spirit ſtrives with 
them: but oh! how apt are poor ſinners to har- 
den their hearts, and reje& the offers of grace. 


This was the caſe of Feruſalem, do ye not re- 
member how Chriſt wept over it, ſaying, O Je- 


ruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou that killeſt the prophets, 
and ſtoneſt them that were ſent to thee, how often would 
T have gather d thee as a hen gathereth her brood un- 
der her wings, I would, but you would not? Mat. 


xxiii. 37. O that thou hadſt but known, in the leaſt, 


in this thy day, the things that belong to thy peace, 
but now they are hid from thine eyes, Luke xix. 42. 
Let me beg of you to obſerve this one thing a- 
mong many, that lie plain in this ſcripture, and 


that is, that Chriſt would have gather'd them, 


that they had a day of viſitation, but they neg- 
lected that day, they would not, they ſuffer'd 
themſelves tobe led captive by Satan at his will : 
and becauſe they rejected Chriſt, God gave them. 
over to hardneſs of heart, and hid the 8 

that did belong to their peace far from them. God 
hath ſaid that his Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive with 
man, Gen. vi. 3. Let me preſs upon you the 
conſideration of theſe things, with all becoming 
earneſtneſs and decent boldneſs. Oh ! young 
men and women, what have been your thoughts 
concerning the goſpel of Chriſt ? have you with 
Timothy known the ſcriptures from your child- 

hood, and with Obadiah fear'd the Lord from your 
youth ? or have you ſet light by the goſpel cf 


5 Chriſt, and ſo become ſtrangers to the holy bible, 


and the excellency thereof? I ſpeak theſe things 


to ſtir you up to examine your ſelves, that you 


** : 
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may try and prove your own ſelves; for theſe 
things are beſt known to God, and your own 
ſouls; EIS] & . > | 2 
In this leſſon J have put you in remembrance, 
that it is your duty to improve the preſent time, 
which Satan endeavours to hide from you; and 
if Satan hath hid the goſpel from any of you in 
time paſt, the good Lord grant that you may 
this day be perſuaded to think on your ways, and 
turn your feet to the teſtimonies of God, and 
make haſte, and delay not to keep his command- 
ments. Oh! that you may lay to heart the 
providence that hath brought us together at 
this time, and wiſely conſider your latter end. 
This exhortation leads me to the next doctrine, 


* 


which is 2 


II. That ſince no man knoweth the time of 
his death, it is every man's duty, prudence, and 
intereſt to be prepar'd for it. 1 
I know that you will not deny the truth of 
this doctrine, nor no one in the world that is in 
his ſenſes. Every one will grant, that it is 
the duty, prudence, and intereſt of all men to 
be 'prepar'd for death. The truth of the doc- 
trine being granted, I ſhall not inſiſt upon the 
proof of it, but come to the application of it. 
My firſt uſe ſhall be a aſs of information, 
ſhewing you what it is to be'prepar'd for death. 
And here I ſhall lay down {this aſſertion, that a 
good life is the only preparation for death; or 
in other words, that there is no dying well with- 
out living well; or again, once more, a holy 
life is the plain path- way to an happy deatn. 
And now I ſhall ſhew you (God willing) 
what that good and holy life is, that is the only 
preparation for death. I ſhall decypher - 5 
B theſe 


» theſe four parti 
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iculars. Firſt, it is 4 life of faith 
in the Son of God: ſecondly, a life of ſoberneſs: 
thirdly, a righteous life : and fourthly, a godly 
life: The three laſt are the fruit of the firſt. 
And firſt, A life of faith in the Son of God, 
is abſolutely neceſſary in order to die well. Our 
Saviour ſaith, that Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob 
ſhall ſit down in the kingdom of God. Now if 
we can find what death they died, and what life 
they lived, this will give us ſatisfaction. The 


author to the Hebrews tells us, that they all died 


in faith; and withal he tells us, that they lived in 


' faith; they ſawvhe promiſes afar off, and were per. 
' ſuaded of them, and embraced them, and confeſſed 


that they were ſtrangers and pilgrims on the earth, 
Heh. xi. 13. The apoſtle Paul ſaith, that they 
which are of faith, are bleſſed with faithful Abra- 


ham. And the ſcripture: tells us, that the juſt 


foal live by faith, The life (ſaith ſaint Paul) that 
I live in the fleſh, I live by the faith of the Son of 


God, who loved me, and gave himſelf for me, Gal. 


ii. 20. And this apoſtle, when he came to die, 
what doth he ſay? why, he looks back upon his 
paſt life, and ſays, I have fought a good fight, I 


| have finiſh'd my courſe, I have kept the faith. And 


then he looks forward into another world, and 
ſays, Henceforth is laid up for me a crown of righ- 


eeouſueſs, which God the righteous judge will give me 


at that day; and not to me only, but to all them that 
love his appearing,. 2 Tim. iv. 18. Hence you 

may obſerve'that the apoſtle firſt lived in faith, 

and then he died in faith, and died happy, be- 
ing an heir of a crown of righteouſneſs. You | 
may obſerve alſo, that this crown of righteouſ- 
neſs is to be diſtributed to all them that live as 
the apoſtle did: this crown ſhall be the portion 
of all you that hear me this day, if you live 8 


'- "wy 
the faith of the Son of God, if you fight the good 
fight of faith, and lay hold on eternal life. But 
you will ask, what. muſt I believe? I anſwer, 
Lou muſt believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that 
he hath died for your fins, and roſe again for 
your jtiſtification. Doſt thou ask, O ſinner! 
what thou muſt believe? I tell thee, that thou 
muſt believe the record which God hath given of his 
Son; and this is the record which God hath given of his 
Son, that he hath given to us eternal life, and this life 
4s in his Son, 1 John v. 11. Now, firs, do you 
ſee the neceſſity of the blood of Chriſt to cleanſe 
you from all ſin > Did you ever ſee your loft e- 
ſtate and condition in the firſt Adam, and then 
yentur'd your ſouls in the hands of the ſecond 
Adam, who is the Lord from heaven? Did you 
ever put your truſt in him, that he will ſave you 
from the wrath to come? If you have done this, 
then you live a life of faith, and this life of faith 
is an inward and ſpiritual life: but it will be 
manifeſted by your living ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and godly in this preſent world; for the grace of 
God that bringeth ſalvation, teacheth us, that deny 
ing ungodlineſs and worldly Infts, we ſhould live ſo- 
berly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent world, 
Tit. ii. 17, 12. Bu mp BY We £079 VE Io 
Having obſerv'd to you that a ſober life, and 
righteous life, and godly life, are the product 
and fruit of faith; I come to the ſecond branch 
of a good life, to wit, a ſober life. © 


| Sobriety is a man's duty towards himſelf, it 


conſiſts ia temperance, in the moderate uſe of 
meat and drink : it excludes all drunkenneſs and 
gluttony, and includes a regular behaviour, not 
rude and boiſterous, but of civil deportment. I 
ſhall leave this branch of a good life with obſer- 
ving to you, that the duties of godlineſs can ne- 
ver ſubſiſt where fn ſor no 
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» theſe four particulars. Firſt, it is a life of faith 


in the Son of God: ſecondly, a life of ſoberneſs: 
thirdly, a righteous lite : and fourthly, a godly 
life: The three laſt are the fruit of the firſt. 

And firſt, A lite of faith in the Son of God, 
iS abſolutely neceſlary in order to die well. Our 
Saviour ſaith, that Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob 
ſhall ſit down in the kingdom of God. Now if 
we can find what death they died, and what life 
they lived, this will give us ſatisfaction, The 
author to the Hebrews tells us, that they all died 
in faith; and withal he tells us, that they lived in 


faith; they ſaw the promiſes afar off, and were per- 


ſuaded of them, and embraced them, and confeſſed 
that they were ſtrangers and pilgrims on the earth, 
Heb. xi. 13. The apoſtle Paul ſaith, that they 
which are of faith, are bleſſed with faithful Abra- 


ham. And the ſcripture tells us, that the juſt 


ſhall live by faith. The life (faith ſaint Paul) that 
I live in the fleſh, I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave himſelf for me, Gal. 
ii. 20. And this apoſtle, when he came to die, 
what doth he ſay ? why, he looks back upon his 
paſt life, and ſays, I have fought a good fight, I 
have finiſh'd my courſe, I have kept the faith. And 
then he looks forward into another world, and 


ſays, Henceforth is laid up for me a crown of righ- 


zeouſneſs, which God the righteous judge will give me 
nt that day; and not to me only, but to all them that 


love his appearing, 2 Tim. iv. 18, Hence you 


may obſerve that the apoſtle firſt lived in faith, 
and then he died in faith, and died happy, be- 
ing an heir of a crown of righteouſneſs. You 
may obſerve alſo, that this crown of righteouſ- 
neſs is to be diſtributed to all them that live as 
the apoſtle did : this crown ſhall be the portion 
of all you that hear me this day, if you live wt 
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| thefaith of the Son of God, if you fight the good 


Son; and this is the record which God hath given of his 


meat and drink: it excludes all drunkenneſs and 


| ſhall leave this branch of a good life with obſer- 


ver ſubſiſt where W prevails; ſor no 


** 


fight of faith, and lay hold on eternal life. But 
you will ask, what muſt I believe? I anſwer, 
You muſt believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that 
he hath died for your fins, and roſe again for 
your juſtification. Doſt thou ask, O ſinner! 
what thou muſt believe? I tell thee, that thou 
muſt believe the record which God hath given of his 


Son, that he hath given to us eternal life, and this life 
is in his Son, 1 John v. 11. Now, firs, do you 
ſee the neceſſity of the blood of Chriſt to cleanſe 
you from all ſin? Did you ever ſee your loft e- 
ſtate and condition in the firſt Adam, and then 
ventur'd your ſouls in the hands of the ſecond 
Adam, who is the Lord from heaven? Did you 
ever put your truſt in him, that he will ſave you 
from the wrath to come? If you have done this, 
then you live a life of faith, and this life of faith 
is an inward and ſpiritual life : but it will be 
manifeſted by your living ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and godly in this preſent world ; for the grace of 
God that bringeth ſalvation, teacheth us, that deny- 
ing ungodlineſs and worldly Infts, we ſhould live ſo- 
berly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent world, 

it. 11. 11, 12. = Ta” 

Having obſerv'd to you that a ſober life, and 
righteous life, and godly life, are the product 
and fruit of faith; I come to the ſecond branch 
of a good life, to W 8 

Sobriety is a man's duty towards himſelf, it 
conſiſts ia temperance, in the moderate uſe of 


gluttony, and includes regular behaviour, not 
rude and boiſterous, but of civil deportment. I 


ving to you, that the duties of godlineſs can ne- 


man 


ay 


98 enn be a aul man without Jiving- . 
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I come now in the; third place to ſhe, thata | 
kee life 12 15 branch of a good life. Qur 
hleſſe 00 Saviour {ai 2 — 0095 ; commandment, 
\Bhatſoxoer ye-woul ſhould dint, vous, do 
Het berſae — 3 5 2 ig the 5 pro- 
bas, Mat. vii. 12 Now this is erm | 
life, to o unto all men as We. would they ſhould 
do unto us. Kightscuſneſs is our, whole duty 
599g Sour neighbopr, to exerciſe a eonſc ience 
800 di-of offence towards men: without righte- 
nels there can he ng dlineſs. Our bleſſed 
"iy joins the want pt,them. together: in the 
Wee of the unjuſt judge, who neither: fear d 
God nor regardec b man; wich haws thatrigh- 
teouſneſs and godlineſs ſtand and fall cegether. 
Aman cannot be a Saab man, Mort. of being an 
K. t man. 1 bns-. 16 2 K SITES Y's $3 
Ione now rg; ahe: : tow rth branch of. A good 
life, Which is god Amer vil — juſt mention to 
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And here the love of. 383 irſt place; 
our dear Saviour 1 that upon the two great 
commandments of love ENS all the law and the 
prophets, Mat. xxii. 40. Love to God includes all 
5 dutigsof the firſt cable; andloners our neigh- 
ur pFowprebend's all the dutiesof the ſecond ta- 
ble. J dase the Lord With all the heart, and ſoul, 
and mind, and ſtrength, is a very comprehen- 
Ar d commandment. Io rell you that it is your 
ty ro love God, is to tell you what you know, 
Mall therefore come one ſtep nearer to you, and 
ask you i it is what you, do; and withal tell you, 
at ta love God with all the heart, is a great 
ing. A certain lawyer told Chriſt, that it is 
more than all hurnt · offerings and ſacrifices, Mark 
XII. 23. I ſhall 0917 Ag add to this matter, that i 
ee . | you 
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you love God with alt | Wee tiearts, then ire our 


hearts fixed and ſtayed upon Gd. 
A ſecond duty of goal ez is the fear of God: ; 


not a ſlaviſſi fear that diſtracts the mind, but 2 
chiſd-like fear; to fear Gd a8 a fat cher auck 
not as an enemy. The feat of the Lord is to hate 
evil; it is to fear the breach of his command 
ments: and this fear is ſo far from diſt racing the 

mind, that it ſtrengrhiens;it In the. ear of the 
Lord, (faith. Solomon)”, 77 Tong confidence e, Prov, 
xiv. 26. And David ſaith, that the Tod? FP 
pleafure' in them that fea ar- Vis i ilt v at hope + 1 


mes Pfalm cxlvii. 1155 85 
third duty of golliels, is configdnite-in 


God; to put truſt in God. They eee 
name of the Lord, will put their traſt in Hint. 
I miſt” now begin to haſtenl. I Mall fit u 
this matter,” with telling 5 JOU, that every drity 
that h God for its immediate obect is godlis 
neſs; and fubmifſion'to the Will of God pray yer, 
giving thanks to Ged, and ſuch like duries, 

When I cannot now. {peak” in particular. 'Fer 
me add hefe the apoſtle s wat, of © g6dfirieſs, 
that it 7s ' profitable in all things, having Prom ife 0 
the life that now ig, and of that which i, t come, 
1 Tim. 1v. 8. Now ſirs, this 18 the life char Is 
the only preparation for d death; - this isths !iving 
well, without which there is ne 2 1 55 welt: and 
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Firſt, unthoughtfulneſs ; you know it is a com- 


I thought no more of it than I did of my dying 
day : and this common proverb is too much the 


common practice. Now ſirs, how ſhould a man 


be ready todie, that never thinks of dying? O 
firs, why do men live no better? It is becauſe they 
think no better. The reaſon why ſo few prepare 
for death, is becauſe no more have ſuitable 
thoughts of death. O be wiſe and conſider your 
latter end, and let not the thoughts of living long, 


- deſtroy your care of living well. O young men, 


t not the evil day far from you, for it may come 
Fddenly upon you: in the midſt of life you are in 
death. It was a ſaying of one of the antients, 
death is before the old man's face, and may be as near 
the young max's back. Youth's talleſt ſhips, death 
ſooneſt nips. A man may be too old to live, but 
never too young to die. A man may be too weak 
to live, but never too ſtrong to die. O there- 
fore think of life as a thing you muſt part with, 
and of death as a thing you muſt meet with. 
Another hindrance which hath ruin d many ten 
thouſands, is delay: men are ſubject to have ſlight 
thoughts of death; and worſe than that, when 
they have theſe ſlight thoughts of death, they 
think it time enough to prepare for it : and that 

which leads and prompts men to delay a prepa- 
ration for death, is the deſtructive doctrine of a 
'death-bed repentance, which hath coſt many 
their ſouls by truſting to it. It is a doctrine which 
tends directly to advance the kingdom of Satan, 
but can never do any ſervice to the kingdom of 
Chriſt. It is to be fear d that many men have 
liv'd wickedly, becauſe they have heard ſome 
miniſters preach up a death-bed repentance. It 
is: a doctrine that hath made many men vitious, 
but never made one man virtuous : it hath hin- 


3 
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der d many good works, but never wrought any: 
O do not truſt to dying repentance, leſt your 
repentance ſhould begin on a dying bed, ar f 


end in a worſe place; for a dying day hath 


been an undoing day to many ten thouſands, be- 
cauſe they have truſted to a death-bed repen- 


tance : therefore that doctrine that encourageth - 


a death-bed repentance, is fitter for a ſtage than 


a pulpit. | God hath given many ſinners ſpace to 


repent, and they repented not, but turned the 
grace of God into wantonneſs: that very grace 


of God that ſhould have led them to repentance, \. 


they have turn'd into wantonneſs. There are 2 
world of Balaams in the world, that deſire to 
die the death of the righteous ; but at the ſame 
time, never intend to live the life of the rigb- 
teous: and this ſhews beyond all contradiction 
that the devil is a very bad maſter, ſince all his 
| ſervants are not only willing, but very deſirous, 

to quit his ſervice when they come to die. Some 
love the works of ſin, but none love the was 
es of ſin. Hence ſinners would fain have the 


uppoſed pleaſures of ſin, but not the puniſh- 


ment of ſin: in effect they would live with the 
devil, and die with Chriſt; they would fain 
live in the devil's bondage, and die in Chriſt's 
freedom. O young men and women, as I have 
been ſhewing you the rocks upon which many 
ſouls have ſplit, let me now caution you to take 
heed that you do not ruin your ſelyes the Tame 
way that others have done. O do not think to 
live ſinners, and die ſaints; to wallow in ſin 
while you live, and ſail to heaven at laſt, in the 
broken ſhip of a death-bed repentance. Don't 
think thar the ſighs and tears of a dying bed 
will atone for the ſins of a wicked life. But if 

you ſee your ſelves ſinners, break off from your 
ſins by righteouſneſs without delay. Put it not 
| ; | oe 0 
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10% d my courſe, I have kept the faith ; henceforth is | 
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off to this morrow, for thou art not ſure of 2 
morrow. But to day if you hear the voice of 


God, ſpeaking to you in the miniſtry of his 
word, harden not your hearts. O that you and 
I may part this evening with no reſolution con- 


cerning a death-bed repentance, but only this, 


to reſolve, by the grace of God, nor to ſtand in 
need of it. If you take the counſel that you 
have heard to day, and reduce it into practice, 


then yon will not need a death · bed repentance. 


If you live a life of faith in the Son of God, if 


the grace of God not only teach you, but pre- 


vail upon you to deny all ungodlineſs and worldly 
luſt, and to live ſoberly, righteoufly, and godly 
in this preſent world, then you may * comfort 
in a 2 5 and be able to ſay as the apoſ- 
did, I have fought a good fight, I have fi- 
laid up for me à crown 0 righieouſne F. 
5 1 courſe of Re cen, 19 T have been 
ſaying before you as preparative. for death, I 
may juſtly call a more excellent way. I ſhall 
Juſt ſhew you the excellence thereof. I have 
told you by way of doctrine, that there is no 
other way to die well, but to live well. But 
now ſuppoſe a'death-bed repentance ſhould carry 
all the poſſeſſors of it to heaven; yet it would 
be much better for them to go. in the path of a 
good life, and that for many reaſons: I ſhall 


name two or three. 


Firſt, becauſe he that lives well can't fail of 
dying well; he that liveth a life of faith in 
the Sn of God, dies in faith of courſe. This 
is a ſure way; but dying repentance is very un- 
certain: death comes unàwares, and many 
times gives no warning; as in the caſe of 
our deceaſed friend, who in all probability died 
without any thought or pain: but our "_ 1 
WT 5 that 


that he was in a good meaſure prepared for death,  * 
by living ſuch a life as I have been recommending 

Wen :But then i. m 1% % 203 
|. Secondly, a good life of faith is a better way 
than dying repentance, becauſe it fills a dying 
bed with comfort, but dying repentance with 
forrow. Is not (think you) conſolation in Chriſt 
à good companion to live and die with? Now 
firs, if you would have comfort in a dying hour, 
if you would thenchave Chriſt in you the hope 
of glory, live a life of faith in him now, pray 
for faith, that you may fight the gvad fight of faith, 
and lay hold on eternal life. O young perſons, con- 
ſider with your ſelves which is beſt, a dying bed 
fi lid with bitter lamentations, or ſweet conſola . 
tions: is not comfort beſt? Confolation in Chriſt 
is always good, but in death it isbeſtof all; for a 
man then to be able to ſay, as hohy Job did in his 
affliction, I know:that my Redeemer liueth, this will 
ſweeten the bitter pangs of death, and ſoſten 
a hard dy ing bed. O young men, when death 
comes to graſp your vital blood in his cold icy 
hand, what a comfort then will it be for you 
to know aſſuredly, that when the earthly houſe of 
your body falls, you have a building of God, an 
houſe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens E 
2 Cor. v. 1. Will not ſuch comfort. be better 
than bitter lamentations for a miſ-ſpent life? This 
way then which I have laid before you as prepa- 
rative for death, is better than dying repentance; 
in point of ſureneſs, and in point of comfort. 
But thirdly, a good life of faith in the Son of 
God, is better than a death bed repentance, be- 
cauſe it will meet with a better reception in ano- 
ther world. If death-bed repenters were to 
have all that they wiſh for, yet even then they 
oe be infinite loſers by rejecting a good life ; 
r all that they hope for, and indeed all they 


can 
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can hope for, is the pardon of their fins : but 
they that live a life of faith in the Son of God, 
they hope for more than pardon ;/ their hope is, 
that their work of faith, and labour of love, and 
patience of hope, will meet with a bounteous 
reward in the day of the appearing of Chriſt : 
and this hope 1s well-grounded on many great, 
exceeding great, and precious promiſes. But 
now they that with Balaam ſay, let me diethe death 
of therighteous, and yet live the life of the wicked, 
they cannot have this hope, becauſe they have no 
work of faith, nor yet labour of love to exerciſe 
the patience of hope upon. John heard a voice 
ſrom heaven, ſay ing, bleſſed are the dead which die 
in the Lord, for they reſt from their Iabours, and their 
works do follow them. Now death- bed repenters 
can have no ſhare in this blefledneſs, becauſe 
they .have no works to follow them, but only 
fuch as they deſire may be forgiven. . 

But the works of the righteous follow them: 
the Lord is not unrigbteous (ſaith the author to 
the Hebrews ): to forget your work of faith, and la- 
bour of love, which you have ſhewed towards his name, 
Heb, vi. 10. The Lord is not unrighteous to forget 
your work : what doth the apoſtle mean by this? 
may not God reje& our beſt works, and yet be 
righteous ? is there any deſert in what we do, or 
can do ? certainly there is not. Can any thing 
that we do, ſtand the teſt of God's righteous law, 
which requires perfect obedience ? Since our beſt 
performances have a tin&ure of ſin in them, 
certainly they cannot. What doth the apoſtle 
mean then, by ſignifying that God would be 
unrighteous, if he did, or could forget our work 
and labour of love, which we haveſhew'd towards 
his name? why I will tell you (from the word of 
God) how: this caſe ſtands. God hath promiſed 
that he will not forget them, and where there as 


3". us 23 
u promiſe made, there isa right eonveyid to the per- 
ſons to whom the promiſe is made t and God is righ- 
teous and cannot deny himſelf, cannot go hack from 
his word. If you ask where you ſhall find this pro- 
miſe; I anſwer in Malachi, chap. ili. 16, 17, 18. 
Then they that feared the Lord ſpake oſten aus to another, 
nud the Lord hearken'd, and heard it, andaibook of ro- 
membrance was written befors him, fon them that fear'd 
the Lord, and that thought on his name. And they ſhall 
be mine, | ſaith the Lord, in the day when' I make up my 
| Jewels ; and I will ſpare them as a man ſpareth his-owi 
fon that ſerveth him, Then ſbal ye return,” and diſcern 
between the righteous and the wicked, berveen bim that 
ſerveth God, and him that ſerveth him not. Here God 
promiſeth that they that fear him ſhall be his, in the 
day that he makes up his jewels; and that he will 
| „ and in this day there will be a vaſt dif- 
rence put between the righteous and the wicked. 
Nou let us repeat the zpoſtle's words, God will 
not forget your work of faith, and labour of love, which 
you have ſhew'd towards his name; Ged hath promiſed 
to make them his, and to ſpare them, and he will 
not forget it; he will not, he cannot be unrigh- 
teous to forget it. This text is fall and fruitful to 
prove the point of doctrine that I am now upon: 
but I muſt content my [elf with this one obſerva» 
tion from them; namely, that the' Werks of the 
righteous go before them for acceptance, and follow 
after them for a bounteous reward. The Lord 
hearken'd and heard, and ſaid they ſhall be mine: 
here they go before them for acceptance. They 
ſhall be mine in the day that I make up my je wels, 
5:e. in the day of the appearing of Chriſt: here 
they follow them for a bountiful reward. Tou will 
ask how they come to be accepted? Tanſwer, in 
and thro the beloved ſeſus, the good works of the 
righteous are perfum d with the ſweet incenſe of 
his merit, he is the . ſanctiſies eve- 


= |: (26) 
1 Sift: I mall cite one text to prove this, in the 
room of many, 1 Pet. ii. 5. ye are a holy prieſthood to 
offer wp 3 ſacrifices acceptable to God by Jeſus 
Or. The ſpiritual facritices of the righteous are 
|} acceptable to God: and how? why by Jeſus 
WH Chriit, and no otherwiſe. And allo the bountiful 


reward that they will meet with, is the pure effect, 
Fruit, and product of the precious blood of the Son 
if of God. Now. o young men and women, lay this 
1} toheart; if you live and lead wicked lives, and truſt 
tds a death-bed repentance, you can have no part 
nor lot in this inheritance ; for how can Chriſt ſay, 
ue done goed and faithful ſervants, it you ſerve Sa- 
tan, and reje& him? Your works muſt exiſt, muſt 
have a being, muſt be done, or elſe they can ne- 
verfollow you- The conſequence of this doctrine 
is, that every one that doth not ſow to the Spirit, 
cannot reap of the Spirit, there muſt be doing, or 
elſe there cannot be rewarding. Once more, 
know aſſuredly, that you muſt be judged accord- 
ing 2 your works, and not according to your dying 


.  Methiaks I can't help adding one reaſon more, 
to prove the excellence of a life of faith in the Son 
of God, and that is, never any repented their li- 
ving ſuch a life, when they came to die; but on 
the other hand they that truſt to a death-bed re- 
pentance, always repent their choice when they 
come to die: then they lament their folly, and in- 
Kead of repenting for their fins, they only repent, 
that ever they delay'd their repentance. - Be not 
angry, if I leave this ule of caution with this ex- 
hortation, make not repentance your dying buſineſs, 


jl | leſt it ſhould prove to you a damning buſineſs. 


Let me now ſum up theſe two uſes in a few 
words, and ſo come to another. I have ſhew'd. 


|! you by way of information, that a life of faith in 


the Son of God, which hath for its ieee 
93 | | 1 | tne 
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the fruit of ſoberneſs, righteoufneſs, and godlineſes | 
is the only preparation for death. And then, ſe- 
condly, I have caution d you to beware of the hin- 
drances which keep many ten thonſands from it ; 
to wit, unthoughtfulneſs and delay. 
I ſhall add here, in the third place, a ufe of en- 
couragement, by ſhewing you the happineſs of ſuch 
a life as I have been laying before you, and preſſin 
upon you. And here I purpoſe to be very brief; 
| becauſe I have already ſhewn you the excellence of 
ſuch a life, which excellence will be your happineſs, 
if you be doers of the word which you have heard 
this day, which the Lord grant you may. If you 
live this life, your happineſs in the firſt place will 
be this, that you need not fear death. Let them 
fear death that fear not God in their lives. Se- 
condly, your death will be precious in the fight of 
God: Pſal. cxvi. 15. precious in the fight of the Lord 
is the death of his ſaints. Thirdly, you ſhall have 
a part in the firſt reſurrection, and the ſecond death | 
on you ſhall have no power, Rev. xx. 6. Bleſſed | 
and holy are they that have this happineſs ; the 
have holy faith in the Son of God, and holy life 
to manifeſt the ſame. And laſtly, as you ſhall die 
in the favour of God, and riſe in his power, ſo you 
ſhall reign in his glory. You ſhall not only eſcape 
the torments of hell, but be bid welcome to hea- 
ven; you ſhall one day hear Chriſt ſpeaking to you, 
faying, Come ye bleſſed of my Pather, inherit the king= | 
dom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. | 
Let me add a minute uſe of examination, in the 
fourth place, and I have done. O young men and | 
women, let me beg of you, for the ſake of your 
precious ſouls, to examine your own hearts, and try 
and prove your own ſelves, by an impartial ſearch, 
whether you have obtain'd precious faith in the Son | 
of God. Enter into your own ſouls, commune with 
them, and do not trifle 5 ſo important an _ 
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A « I Mould now have done, but that I think there 


is ſomething due to the memory of my. deceaſed 
friend, which perhaps might be more proper for 
ſome. others to mention than for me, who am ſo 
near a relation. But if I ſhould be thought by any 


to come ſhort in this matter, I ſhall only make this 


apology for my ſelf, to wit, that I am always wont, 
When I am engag d in funeral diſcourſes, to endea- 
your to profit the living, more than praiſe the dead. 
And I can aſſure you, that I would not {ay one 
word in commendation of my deceaſed friend, were 
it not that I entertain ſome hope in my breaſt, of 
doing your ſouls good, by what Iam now going 
to tell you. + 2 2 70 
I)be firſt thing that I ſhall mention to you, and 
recommend to your confideration and imitation, is 
the ſoberneſs and peaceableneſs of his life and con- 
verſation: he avoided the many extravagancies that 
moſt young men run into; he had very little con- 
verſation ont of that family whereof he was lately 
ſo uſeful, a member: bet that little he had was 
peaceable, he was not ſubject to cavil nor quarrel, 
but ſhew'd an agreeable diſpoſition ſo far as I ever 
W 4.4.5. . 
And now let me beg of all you young men that 
are here preſent, to follow his example of tempe- 
rance, and to avoid evil and extravagant company, 
which hath been the ruin of many young men. The 
Lord grant that it may not be the ruin of any of 
you, that have heard me this day. Be not angry, 
-3f I add this one word of counſel to you, namely, 
that if any of your conſciences tell you, that you 
have been wild and extravagant frequenters of evil 
mpany, and what is ſtill much worſe, have your 


| ſelves been evil companions, my counſel to you is, 
to reform without delay; caſt away your tranſgreſ- 
. ions, that ſo iniquity may not be your ruin, neither 
in this world, nor in that which is yet to come. 


. Another 


, tooy* 
Another thing, which was very commendable aig 
my deceaſed friend, was this; he was a very dutitul 
jan, a kind and affectionate child, very tender to 

is aged mother, he was none of that too numerous 
number that ſet light by their parents: in a word 
he was never a grief nor heavineſs to her that bare 
him, till his death made him ſo. Once more his 
being a ſon in affection, as well as relation, made 
him much reſpected while he lived, and much la- 
mented now he is dead and gone. But his name is 


not dead, he hath leſt behind him a good name, | 


| which is better than precious ointment ; and we 
hope that the day of his death was better to him 
than the day of his birth. Let me now beg of all 
you young men and women, to follow the example 
of our deceaſed friend in this thing alſo : you that 
have fathers or mothers living ſee that you be tender 
of them, and reſpectful to them. Be wiſe ſons and 
prudent danghters, that you may-make glad fathefs 
and rejoicing mothers; honour them, ſupport them, 
and comfort them in their old age. Remember that 
it is a debt which you owe to them for their care 
and tenderneſs which they have ſhew'd to yon in 
your non- age: ſee therefore that you recompenſe 
them again in their old age. It is alſo your bounden 
duty; honour jour father and mother is a command- 
ment of God, and it is a commandment with pro- 
miſe. O therefore ſet not light by your parents, 
but as you would that your children ſhould do unto 
you (if God ever give you any) do you the ſame to 
your parents, for this is the law and the prophets. | 
One thing more 1 know not how to omit ſpeak- 
ing of, and that is, that our deceaſed friend as he 
Vas a dutiful child, ſo he was a very affectionate 
brother; ſo that his ſurviving brother may now ſay, 
that he hath loſt a friend as well as a brother, an 
_ agreeable companion as well as a brother. Some 
brothers as they are near relations, ſo they are 
W 77 2 > 19H 8 CLIT, | ; great 
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 S$peatvexations one to another: but it was not ſo 


in this brotherhood that death Huth now broken, 
for our deceaſed friend liv'd in ſtrict amity and 


.. friendfhip with his brethren. So that his ſurviving 
brother may now juſtly ſay, as David did, upon 


the death of his brother Jonathan, Tam diſtreſſed for 
ee my brother, very pleaſant haſt thou been to me; thy 
ide to me hath been wonderful. Let me now beg of 


Fou young men and women, to imitate our de- 


ceafed friend in this thing alſo. You that have bro- 
thers and ſiſters, live in love and amity one with 
another, let a mutual friendſhip be between you. 
Love cements families together, and never work - 
eth- #1, but doth abundance of good. Hence Da- 
wid faith, how good and how pleaſant a thing it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity ! O therefore live 
in love, for it will do you good, and yield you 
pleafure. „„ iti. F 12 


I come now to ſpeak to you my friends, that 
have loſt (at preſent) ſuch a ufeful and comfortable 


friend as I have been briefly ſpeaking of, of the 
truth of which you are forrowful witneſſes. And 


firſt to you his parents, let me add a word of 


counſel and comfort. By way of counſel, let 
me intreat you, as God hath called you to patience 


by this afflictive providence, Jet patience have her 


perfect work. Say to patience as the man of Mace- 
« donia, in a viſion, did to Paul, Come over into Ma- 
cedonia and help us, Acts 16. 9. ſo ſay to patience, 


eme over into this affliction and help us: come 


patience, take up thy abode with us. Ir 1s but 


2 little while &er patience ſhall be no more, for 


in the bleſſed ate above we ſhall have no need 
of © patience, there will be nothing to try our pa- 
tience; we'ſhall bid patience fare wel for ever, 


when we come to the bliſsful regions above. 


Therefore let patience now have her perfect work. 


I dla only add, that now you have loft your Job, 


labour 


* 


that if death had met with you in your brother's 
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labour to put on the patience of Job, and ſfayay 


that great and good man did in a much greater af 
fliction, (tho yours is great) The Lord hath given, and 


. the Lord hath taken away, and bleſſed be the name of 


the Lord. For your comfort conſider that in tiiis 


valley of Achor, this vale of trouble, God hathi 


opened a door of hope to you, in that your on 


was found in the way of his duty. If death had 
overtaken him in an unwarrantable action, ckis 


would have been more afflictive to you; but 
blefled be God he was in the way of kis duty- 
For your farther comfort confider, that tho yon 


have had ſuch 4 ſudden parting, in which: you 


had not time to bid each other farewel; yet live 


in hopes of meeting again in the bliſsful regions 


above; there to congratulate each other, upon 
ſuch a happy meeting, where you ſhall meet never 


to part more, nor never feel the miſeries of the 
fall any more: there ſhall be no more ſorrow; nor 
ſighing, nor no more death; all theſe former things 


e vogoimlet ted om 
And now you his brethren, let me now-beg of 
you, that tho death _ hath leſſen d your number, 
let not love be leflen'd among you: but love as 
brethren, and then you will live as brethren. 


And you his ſurviving brother, let me remind yon, 


that as your affectionate brother came into the 
world after you, and 1s now gone before yon, you 


have a greater ſtewardſhip of time one day to. 
account for. May this afflictive providence be \. 


an awakening providence to you: may it be ſanc- 
tified to you, that it may ſtir you up to be diligent 
in the beſt ways and things, and then it will 
bring you ſpiritual gain, which is the beſt gain. 
Be diligent in improving the means of grace, con- 
ſider that goſpel opportunities are golden oppor- 
tunities. Let me move this one thought to you, 
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b ; heard me this day, to co der what : have 
3 * Heard; and ſearch the eipturs daily, to ſee whe- 
* wma the things: 4 you have heard be ſo or nat: 
And ſo make the holy bible your ereed, and the 
3 ſtanding rule of your faith and practice. 
3 almighty God ſanctify his word to you; 
and make it the favour of life unto life. The 

Lord grant, that it may be a ſin- wounding 


ua fia-killing word, a grace- rovivi ing and virtue- 
N cheriſhing word, 4 faith- inereaſing and a hope-en- 
. eouraging word, an heart · affecting, Leer r 
and conſcience-awakening word. The Lord 


that it may not be as feed falling on the hi 
B ray; nor among” thorns, nor upon à rock; but 
may it fall into the good ground of honeſt hearts, 
aud take deep root, and bring forth much good 
fruit. May almighty God give you a good un 
| derſtanding in all things, and make his word uſes 
ji E to you, and fruitful in you, Amen. Lord Jeſt 
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